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 “A Victorian Fable with Glossary” can be read an allegory of the
production/reception processes as well as the author/reader relationship. Through
the study of its language, structure and enunciative economy, important premises
concerning authorship are undermined. First, the myth of the author as a prophet
gave way to the image of the author as a craftsman; second, the illusion of the
author’s will-to-say gave way to the reader’s role in meaning ascription and the
revelation of the Reader-as-author imposture. As a reader of Carter’s short story, I
will in my turn find myself in the position of an impostor, calling upon the real
author and quoting his declarations, trying to build conformity between the real
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